JOSEPH KYAGAMBIDDWA
Kyagambiddwa was a muganda born in Masaka district.
He was born in 1914 in Kalloddo village on Bukakkata road.
His father was Baatagala Matovu who was a teacher and a catechist in Kitovu S.S.S.

KYAGAMBIDDWA’S FAMILY BACK-GROUND
Kyagambiddwa’s father and had a strong traditional spirit which would instantly bring darkness in broad day light.

Kyagambiddwa’s father also would disappear in air for nine days without returning.

Concerned church communities and nuns used to go and pray for Kyagambiddwa’s father so that he could abandon this spirit, all in vain.

Once upon a day, this spirit buried a number people who had gone to pray for Kyagambiddwa’s father alive. 
KYAGAMBIDDWA’S EDUCATIONAL BACK-GROUND

· Kyagambiddwa studied in Bukulula Primary school on Masaka road.
· He then joined St.Henry’s College Kitovu for Secondary School under the sponsorship of one of the European Fathers.
· Ha was later taken to Rome for further studies to become a Bishop though he was not successful.
· While in Rome, he then joined a Seminary till he reached the stage of being ordained into priesthood. Unfortunately he lost his sight while in Rome and this prompted his return back home for treatment.
· He managed to regain his sight, and then went back to Europe to continue with his studies.
· He pursued studies in a number of colleges both in Europe and America and managed to learn over 15 languages.
KYAGAMBIDDWA’S EMPLOYMENT BACK-GROUND

· Kyagambiddwa worked at Kyambogo National Teachers College as a tutor.

· Kyagambiddwa then went to India where he is believed to have abandoned the catholic faith.

· On his return from India, Kyagambiddwa together with Mugaonza started a new religion called, Butebenkevu buteefu.

· They started this religion at Nalukolongo, then they took it to Nateete, then to Nkusibyaki and finally to Kyotera.
· Members of this religion do not eat meat, neither do they burry their dead.

· It was because of formation of this religion that Kyagambiddwa was excommunicated from the Catholic Church.

· This also led Kyagambidwa to lose his post at Kyambogo National Teachers College to later being transferred to Nkozi Teacher Training College.

· While at Nkozi Teacher Training College, the principal of this College found it very difficult to work with Kyagambiddwa.

· The principal of this College then asked the Ministry of Education to transfer Kyagambiddwa.

· Kyagambiddwa was them transferred to Busuubizi Teacher Training College.

KAGAMBIDDWA’S SOCIAL LIFE AND CHARACTER
· Kyagambiddwa was very good at making fun and to laughter among his associates.
· Kyagambiddwa would even laugh at a time when there was no cause of laughing.

· Kyagambiddwa liked driving Volkswagen cars which were always well serviced.

· Although there is no trace of Kyagambiddwa’s proper marriage, he always employed very beautiful house girls.

· Kyagambiddwa was very prompt and strict during times for meals.

· With traditional music, Kyagambiddwa was very interested in Endingindi music played by his fellow associate, Ssalongo Makumbi Christopher Kizza. 
· Kyagambiddwa liked to see women playing Endingidi.

· Kyagambiddwa had an interest in playing the Organ.

· After Kyagambiddwa’s excommunication from the Catholic Church, he began to face problems.

· Eventually Kyagambiddwa fell sick and ended up failing to raise money to take him abroad for treatment thus this leading him to death.

· Kyagambiddwa’s funeral and burial was attended by very few people.

· At one time Kyagambiddwa left for India and left his dog locked up in his house.

KYAGAMBIDDWA’S RELATIONSHIP WITH THE CHURCH

· He was commissioned to compose song to celebrate the canonization of the Uganda Martyrs which was due to take place in 1964.

· These songs were first sung by varied nationalists some of whom were from Europe.

· Kyagambiddwa did not only compose music for the church, but he went further to train and conduct church choirs. For example in 1961, he conducted a choir of not less than 240 singers in Namugongo shrine. 

KYAGAMBIDDWA’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF MUSIC IN UGANDA
· Kyagambiddwa was the initiator of Ugandan music composition and a great example of his composition was the Uganda Martyrs Oratorio.
· Kyagambiddwa is one of the few Ugandans who laid a found of African music education in schools colleges and Universities to date.
· Kyagambiddwa served in several institutions of higher learning like; Kyambogo National Teachers college, Nkozi Teacher training College and Busuubuzi Teacher Training College.
· Kyagambiddwa initiated the idea of incorporating African traditional musical instruments in the Church music. 
· Kyagambiddwa did not only compose music for the church, but he went further to train and conduct church choirs. For example in 1961, he conducted a choir of not less than 240 singers in Namugongo shrine. 

· Kyagambiddwa wrote a number of publications and some of these publications are; -    Music from the source of the Nile in which he made collections and  
                   notated over 200 songs.
· 100 books about traditional spirits.

FACTORS THAT INFLUENCED KYAGAMBIDDWA DEVELOPMENT OF THE MUSICAL TALENT
1. Kyagambiddwa was born in a family that had been exposed to the Roman catholic school education and thus had the opportunity of having good education. An example is Kitovu S.S.
2. Kyagambiddwa served in several institutions of higher learning like; Kyambogo National Teachers college, Nkozi Teacher training College and Busuubuzi Teacher Training College as a music teacher.
3. Kyagambiddwa was exposed to music composition and here he composed a number of master pieces, some of which is the famous Uganda Martyrs Oratorio which he was commissioned to compose for the celebration of the canonization of the Uganda Martyrs.

4. Kyagambiddwa was exposed to so many international musicians especially in colleges where he studied abroad.
CHALLENGES THAT KYAGAMBIDDWA FACED IN HIS LIFESTYLE

1. Kyagambiddwa established a new religion called Butebenkevu buteefu and this led him to be excommunicated from the Catholic Church and thus prevented him from moving to better positions in his career.
2. His family background had several practices that could not agree with those of the Roman Catholic Church. Here the father had a strong traditional spirit which many people regarded as satanic in the church.
3. Kyagambiddwa was too ambitious and used to make decisions unconsciously. He did not care whether other people were hurt or not and this brought a lot of resistance from the people he worked with.
4. Originally, Kyagambiddwa was receiving training to become a priest and thus consequently a Bishop of Uganda. This never materialized and he ended up being frustrated.
5. Kyagambiddwa was such extravagant spender.He used to buy very expensive cars, employed very beautiful women and also eat very expensive food. This made him broke to the point of even failing to treat the disease that killed him.
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