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HAYDN’S FAMILY BACKGROUND

Haydn was born in the town of Rohrau on the Austrian-Hungarian border in 1732

Haydn was a son of a wagon maker. He was raised essentially as a peasant family background. This humble heritage is highly reflected in Haydn’s minuets.

Originally Haydn’s hope was to become a clergyman.

HAYDN’S MUSIC EDUCATION:

Haydn studied at a nearby Hainburg on wind and string instruments and his musical gifts were quickly evident.

Haydn is remembered in his childhood as having never got proper teaching, but he listened to everything around him and "thus little by little his knowledge and ability were developed since he was not as advantageous as Mozart, Schubert or Mendelssohn 
 in terms of family wealth.

Haydn was such a hardworking musician that he had an even, balanced, and highly prosperous achievement that served him well and fit comfortably with the era in which he was born.

At the age of eight, Haydn was recruited into the choir of St. Stephen's Cathedral in Vienna where he excelled until 1749 when his boy soprano voice broke and he was expelled.

Until 1758, he lived successful free life, meanwhile studying the music of Bach and taking a few composition lessons.

HAYDN’S MUSIC PROFESSION:
Haydn who was "a wizard on every musical instrument, slowly and slowly his reputation started to grow.

In 1758 he became the music director and composer for Count von Morzin.

In 1761, Haydn entered the service of the Esterhazy family as Deputy Music Director. 

Prince Paul Esterhazy was succeeded by Prince Nicholas, the Magnificent, who in turn built a new palace second only to Versailles.

Nicholas was an ardent (very enthusiastic) music lover and the new palace had a 400-seat theater for opera. 

When the Music Director Gregorious Werner died, Haydn succeeded him, now fully presiding over a good-sized orchestra of between twenty and twenty-three players while conducting from the keyboard or violin. 

It became one of the best ensembles in Europe and was the workshop in which Haydn would continually experiment his compositional skills. The majority of his 104 symphonies (Symphony No.94 "Surprise:" Finale) were composed during this period. 



Haydn had the following duties at the court;

· The business management of the court's musical life.

· Settle disputes among the court musicians.

· Supplying music for the 2 to 4 pm weekly Tuesday and Thursday afternoon concerts. Prince Esterhazy played the baryton, a now obsolete cello-like hurdy gurdy, and Haydn wrote for him approximately 200 trios with viola and cello as well numerous Baryton duos. 

When Nicholas died in 1790, his successor, Anton, greatly diminished the court's musical activities and this frustrated Haydn.

Haydn them for Vienna and later in the year he accepted an offer from a violinist and impresario Johann Saloman to go to England. 

London was Europe's most active musical center at this time and Haydn stayed for eighteen months while enjoying great public acclaim. Here he began his last set of twelve symphonies, received an honorary degree from Oxford, and here he met the widow of a well-known pianist. 

 The trip being so successful, Haydn returned to London in 1794 staying through August 1795. 

The now completed group of symphonies became known collectively as the London symphonies, the last, No.104 being called individually the "London Symphony."

By this time the Estarhazy orchestra had been restored by Nicholas II to mainly accompany church services and Haydn resumed his leadership and composing his series of great masses. 

This was also the time when he felt Austria should have an equivalent anthem to "God Save the King" and "God Save Emperor Franz" was the result. This famous melody can also be heard as the theme of the variations in the "Emperor Quartet" (Op.76, No.3). 

In 1802, Haydn retired from his official duties


HAYDN’S SOCIAL AND FAMILY LIFE:

In 1760, Haydn married Maria Anna Keller, the daughter of a hairdresser. This was a mistake. She did not like music, was a spendthrift (spend money too much or wasted money), ill tempered and basically a shrew (bad tempered and unpleasant).

It is even believed that she was unable to bear children, and for this reason Haydn was less attracted to other women.

Haydn’s musical life was a very busy one with a good salary for being a secretary, a maid, a coachman and time, but also had time for hunting and fishing.

Despite Haydn’s elevated position, Haydn preferred the company of his own humble class to having intimacies with the aristocracy and was quite content with essentially being a well paid and appreciated servant.

HAYDN’S MUSIC COMPOSITION:

Haydn composed; 1. String Quartets for example;

· String Quartet in Bb, : Op.1 No.1 ('La chasse') 

·  1.Presto ; 2.Menuetto ; 3.Adagio ; 4.Menuetto ]; 5.Presto  

· String Quartet in D,  Op.1 No.3 

·  1.Adagio ; 2.Menuetto ; 3.Presto ; 4.Menuetto ; 5.Presto  

· String Quartet in G, Op.1 No.4 

·  1.Presto ; 2.Menuetto; 3.Adagio ; 4.Menuetto ; 5.Presto  

HAYDN’S LAST DAYS:

His wife had died in 1800, and he spent his last years without complaint, although suffering from rheumatism and various illnesses.

As the respected elder of music, he apparently enjoyed receiving visitors and at his death on May 31, 1809, his last words were, "Children be comforted. I am well." 

The Mozart requiem was played at his funeral.
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