FRÉDÉRIC FRANÇOIS CHOPIN 


CHOPIN’S EARLY MUSIC EDUCATION:
At the age of 12 Beginning in 1822, Chopin studied harmony and counterpoint at the Warsaw Conservatory with Joseph Elsner who encouraged his appreciation of Bach.

CHOPIN’S EARLY COMPOSITION:

By age of nineteen he had written his F minor piano concerto.

CHOPIN’S CONCERTS: 
In 1822, he had already played two concerts in Vienna. 

After many foreign concerts during 1829 and 1830, he arrived in Paris in 1831 where he stayed until his death in 1849.

At this time, Paris was a great centre of culture and also the home of many artists of the highest caliber. Many great composers lived there including Liszt, Rossini, Berlioz and the important pianists Kalkbrenner, Thalberg and Herz. Here is where Chopin's debut recital was the talk of the city. 


CHOPIN’S WORK WITH THE ROTHSCHILDS

Through his aristocratic Polish friends, Chopin came in contact with Rothschilds and soon could set up a teaching studio that was his primary support and allowed him to live in an elegant style of life though it was a short one. This made his concert performances become less frequent and were limited to the semi-public world of the low class. 

He was quoted saying, "I have my place among ambassadors, princes, ministers. I don't know by what miracle it has come about...but today that sort of thing is indispensable to me... I have five lessons to give today. You will imagine that I am making a fortune-but my cabriolet and white gloves cost more than that..." Chopin was famously fastidious (was careful that every detail of his work was correct just like Brahms) and looked out the window as his society students placed their payment for the lesson on the mantel.

Robert Schumann introduced Chopin in Germany. Berlioz and Mendelssohn didn't interest him and Liszt  were often vulgar. Chopin's heroes were Bach and Mozart. Ironically, Chopin didn't care much for the music of his illustrious contemporaries even though many were friends or acquaintances.

CHOPIN’S SOCIAL LIFE:
Chopin was somewhat in a perfect healthy and with active interest in the opposite sex and an active one although discreet, social life in his circle. This life changed however, at age twenty-six when Liszt introduced him to the thirty-two year old George Sand who was famous not only for her writing but for wearing men's clothes, smoking cigars and who thought was not good enough to deserve respect. 
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At first Chopin was more shocked by Sand than being attracted to her and their affair grew slowly.

By 1838 they were living together and in 1839-9, they took their famous trip to Mallorca where they spent the winter. Here Chopin wrote many of the 24 Preludes, Op.28. 

What was supposed to be an idyll (happy and peaceful place) became a disaster as it rained constantly and Chopin's already weak lungs responded badly. He would eventually die of tuberculosis. Chopin and Sand stayed together until 1847.

In Paris they lived in adjoining (joined) houses and they spent their summers at Sand's home in Nohant where Sand apparently mothered the increasingly frail Chopin. Here Chopin wrote some of his greatest music. Family misunderstandings involving Sand's children eventually led to their breakup. 

After returning from a depressing trip to England, Chopin was so weak that he could neither teach nor barely compose. His sister came from Warsaw to nurse him in his final illness, and ignored George Sand's wish to see him. Instead Sand's daughter Solange was at his side when he died on the morning of October 17, 1849. 


CHARACTERISTICS OF CHOPIN’S MUSIC:

-Chopin’s music turned out to be poetic, proud, defiant, elegant and heroic and  was truly a world like no other.

· Schumann described Chopin's music as "cannon (heavy old gun ready to fire) buried in flowers."

· Chopin's harmonic language is also completely original. Complex chromatic harmonies mingle with the droning fifths of folk music and the modal scales from Poland.

With Chopin we leave the world of the eighteenth century piano completely and enter a new era of [image: image2.jpg]


idiomatic writing that grows directly out of the technique of the instrument and its development that brought it close to our modern instrument in sonority. 


FACTORS THAT INFLUENCED AND ENCOURAGED CHOPIN’S TALENT:

1. Chopin was exposed to music education at the age of 12 Beginning in 1822, Chopin studies of  harmony and counterpoint at the Warsaw Conservatory with Joseph Elsner who encouraged his appreciation of Bach.

2. Through his aristocratic Polish friends, Chopin knew the influential Rothschilds and soon could set up a teaching studio that was his primary support and allowed him to live in an elegant style of life though it was a short one. This made his concert performances become less frequent and were limited to the semi-public world of the low class. 
3. Chopin became exposed to most of the out-standing music composers of that period like; Robert Schumann introduced Chopin in Germany, Berlioz, Mendelssohn and Liszt. 

4. Chopin admired the music that had been composed by a number of the Baroque and Classical heroes like Bach and Mozart right form the beginning and this enabled him to have them as his role models. 

5. Chopin made several concerts for example in 1822, he had already played two concerts in Vienna together with other many foreign concerts during 1829 and 1830, including Paris where he most of life.

6. Chopin is believed to have composed many works that enhanced development of his musical talent  for example; Concertos, Waltzes; Valses ; Polonaises; Mazurkas; Chamber works, Solo songs and many others. 

7. Chopin was probably one of the greatest and most refined pianists in history and this was influenced by his teaching that advocated the Mozart tradition of playing in time with the left hand and freely with the right. 

8. Chopin's discovery of the piano's potential to inhabit a complete and poetic world of song and color style set the standard for all piano writing medium of the latter part of the century.

SOME OF CHOPIN’S GREATEST WORKS AND CONTRIBUTION TO THE MUSIC WORLD:
The piano music of Frédéric Chopin is among the most [image: image3.jpg]


original and influential work of the nineteenth century.
He was one of the Polish expatriates who spent most of his creative life in Paris as the first nationalist composer and the following were some of his outstanding works.
1. Chamber Works 
· Introduction and Polonaise in C, for cello and piano, Op.3 

· Cello Sonata in G-, Op.65 ( 1.Allegro moderato: 2 Scherzo:Allegro con brio : 3 Largo: 4.Finale:Allegro

· Variations on 'Non più mesta, for flute and piano (Op.posth., Brown9) 
· Grand Duo on themes from Robert le diable, for cello and piano (Op.posth., Brown70) 
2. Concertos and Works for Piano and Orchestra 

· Andante spianato (solo) and Grande Polonaise, for piano and orchestra, Op.22 

· Krakowiak, for piano and orchestra, Op.14 
· Piano Concerto No.1 in E-, Op.11 (1.Allegro maestoso: 2.Romance:Larghetto: 3.Rondo:Vivace

· Piano Concerto No.2 in F-, Op.21 (1.Maestoso: 2.Larghetto: 3.Allegro:Vivace)

· Variations on 'La ci darem la mano', Op.2, for piano and orchestra 

3. Solo Songs 

· 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.classicalarchives.com/search_key.html" 
(19) Polish Songs, Op.74 ( 1.The Wish  2.Spring ; 3.The Sad River []; 4.Merry Making; 5.What She Likes; 6.Out Of My Sight; 7.The Messenger]; 8.Handsome Lad; 9.Melody; 10.The Warrior; 11.The Double End [0]; 12.My Darling]; 13.I Want What I Have Not []; 14.The Ring [; 15.The Bridegroom] 12.My Darling ; 16.Lithuanian song ; Charms Op.posth., Brown51) ; Reverie (Op.posth., Brown132) 
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